FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

February 25, 2010
Congestions make way to Sky thoughts

New Delhi, Thursday, February 25, 2010: “Over 67% of Fortune’s 500 companies operate business aircraft” commented Capt. Karan Singh, Vice President, Business Aviation Association of India at the conference session of the Indian Business Aviation Expo (IBAE) 2010 which commenced today at Hotel Lalit, New Delhi. Still in the nascent stage, Capt Singh pointed, “While the Indian industry has understood the value of business aviation as a vital tool, the government still perceives business aircraft as personal indulgence”.
A large gathering of over 150 delegates from the business aviation industry was present at the conference, despite the ongoing budget session in the nation’s capital.  The event spread over two days, brought forward compelling insights into the woes and potential of the business aviation sector in India unhappy with receiving secondary treatment to commercial aviation sector.

With import taxes on aircraft at 16%, duty on import of spare parts at 36%, import duty on tools and equipment at 60%, no opportunities of Fractional Opportunities, complicated and difficult approval processes, absence of dedicated GA terminal, heliports, FBOs, MRO and night parking facilities - most of the key problems were pertaining to the policy and regulatory issues. 

Upbeat about the strong fundamentals and resilience of the Indian economy, Mr. Nigel Howard, CEO Interglobe General Aviation pointed towards the large opportunity available with the approaching Commonwealth Games that will bring with it a large influx of people. He further added, “New business opportunities such as adventure sports, pilot training and job creation” vis-à-vis business aviation would open up new revenue streams for the economy."

 Outlook 2020 projections made by Center for Asia Pacific Aviation (CAPA) estimates that domestic traffic will reach 160-180 million pax per annum while international will exceed 80 million. “This will require investment of up to US$120 billion in aircraft, airport development and ancillary services such as ATC, MRO, catering, training” said Mr Kapil Kaul, CEO South Asia, CAPA. He added, “We need to prepare an aviation industry for the future, bearing in mind that Indian aviation in 2020 is likely to be far different from today”

The mammoth task ahead for the sector requires support and collaboration of the policy makers and multi-stakeholders committed towards making India the regional hub for providing world class aviation service in Asia.

 
Mr. Prem Behl, Chairman of Exhibitions India Group and organizer of the event said “Indian Business Aviation Expo (IBAE) 2010 got off to a flying start today. The business aviation sector is positive and buoyant, and expects double digit growth in the current calendar year.” He further added,” interaction with the Ministry of Civil Aviation has been positive and Mr. Prashant Narain Sukol, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Civil Aviation has expressed support for the sector. He has indicated that the Business Aviation Association of India could outline a series of issues impacting services provided by the operator, for discussions with the Ministry”.
Mr. Alan Perry, Managing Director, MIU Events, a UK based organisation specializing in aviation expo and co-organiser of IBAE 2010, was happy at the turnout and day’s proceedings. He said,” I have received favourable feedback from many participants and they have expressed support on a larger scale for IBAE 2011” 

The two day event is supported by leading global corporate houses including ACEXC, Airbiz Consultants, Air Support, Air Taxi Association Europe( ATXA), Arinc Direct, Aviation Times, AV Buyer.com, Business Aviation Association for India (BAAI), Blue Sky, Carlsberg, Cruising Heights CFM, , Elektronic Lab, Excel Air, Jetlogy, Jet Media, Jet Quick, India Strategic, InterGlobe , Team Aviation India Pvt ltd, The Rotary Wing Society of India, etc

About us:

MIU Events run aviation events and training seminars. We specialise in executive flight infrastructure, business aviation and finance solutions for aviation as a whole. We run a number of events focusing on the development of the Very Light Jet in regional markets. Our events are designed to cater for senior managers, charter/air taxi operators, high net worth individuals/entrepreneurs, owner pilots and those who shape the future of the aviation and aerospace industries. We concentrate on providing hard to access information and the exchange of ideas, knowledge and innovative thinking
The Exhibitions India Group, established in 1987, is a trade promotion group focused on organizing international exhibitions and seminars and attracting investments in India, as well as, promoting participation of Indian companies at leading tradeshows worldwide. 

Exhibitions India is the only trade fair and conference organizer in India with ISO 9001:2000 & ISO 14001:2004 Certification. The Group is a member of UFI (The Global Association of Exhibitions Industry); IAEE-USA (International Association of Exhibitions and Events) and IEIA (Indian Exhibition Industry Association). The expos organized by the Group conform to the Trade Fair Certification Program of the International Administration of the US commercial Service. 
With its headquarters in New Delhi, the Group has branches in Ahmedabad, Bangalore, Chennai, Hyderabad and, Mumbai and an international office in California, USA
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